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A lifetime member of the Writer's Guild of America who has had three feature films produced from

his screenplays, Akers offers beginning writers the tools they need to get their screenplay noticed.
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Okay, I'm starting this review to note that I'm jealous. Why? I could have written this book but, sadly,

I didn't. For the sake of screenwriters out there, though, I'm glad SOMEONE did. It's about time. In

all my years of teaching screenwriting and reading and critiquing scripts I've come across all the

items that Mr. Akers talks about in this book and then some. I'm extremely happy that it is all right

there, in print. How does the book help? Well, it lays it all right out there for you. Basic. To the point.

Mr. Akers takes you from the idea stage to the "Hollywood is going to LOVE ME" stage in 100 easy

steps. Okay, maybe "easy" isn't the best word. Anything worth working on, and working towards,

isn't usually easy and that is one of the reasons why this book works so well. It's not a quick fix to

screenwriting but a process: a well defined deconstruction of the process. Every quarter I get a

writer in my class who assumes that screenwriting is "easy." Sure it's not writing "War and Peace"

but it's also not "easy." But in the 8 sessions of my class - it's difficult to define what makes

screenwriting so difficult. What I like about Mr. Akers book so much is that he takes the difficult and

gives you ideas on how to make it easy. When I critique screenplays I always hope that I will

provide the writer with a: "Ooooh, THAT'S what you're talking about!" moment. Mr. Akers' book is

full of them. Another reason why I like this book so much is that Mr. Akers is honest with the reader.

Especially in the section about Hollywood. Every quarter I struggle mightily against what I refer to as



the "Lotto Mentality" when it comes to screenwriting.
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